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West  Hill, 

Epsom. 

N ov ember,  1943. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dorking  & H or ley  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1947  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  170/47. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  district  for  the  year  were  very 
satisfactory . The  birth  rate  was  the  highest  recorded  since 
the  district  was  formed  in  1933.  The  death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  wore  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  and  th^  tubercu- 
lous death  rate  has  not  been  lower  since  1939.  These  figures 
are  particularly  remarkable  when  the  severity  of  the  we  ther  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  is  recalled. 

With  regard  to  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  it  is 
to  be  noted  that  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria-  On  eke 

other  hand  there  were  many  cases  of  whooping  cough.  The 

production  of  an  effective  immunis  ing  agent  or  of  a drug 
specific  in  its  action  against  this  disease  would  be  of  -to  t 
value  in  preserving  child  health.  Research  work  of  an 
encouraging  nature  is  being  carried  out  in  this  direction. 

The  most  important  epidemiologies!  feature  of  the  year  was 
the  largest  outbreak  of  anterior  poll  myelitis  yet  recorded  in 
this  country,  which  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  and 
in  which  this  district  shared  to  the  extent  of  three  cases 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on 
July  5th.  1948,  and  there  fare  does  not  affect  the  work  of  the 
year  under  review.  In  the  coming  year  responsibility  for 
immunisation  schemes  will  pass  to/ 


the  County  Council,  whose  proposal  it  is  to  ask  the  Rural 
District  Council  to  alio?/  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  direct  the  local  administration  of  this  work.  The 
repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts,  with  the  abolition  of 
compulsory  vaccination  and  of  the  appointment  of  Public 
Vaccinators  and  Vaccination  Officers,  will  enable  the 
County  Council  to  make  similar  arrangements  for  voluntary 
vaccination  os  it  has  done  for  immunisation. 

A matter  of  interest  to  the  County 
district  authorities,  including  this  Rural  District  is  the 
proposal  of  the  County  Council  to  sot  up  sub- committees 
which  have  been  created  for  the  purpose  of  health  admin- 
strotion.  The  Rural  District,  less  the  Parish  of  Headley, 
lies  within  the  Southern  Division,  together' with  the 
Borough  of  Reigate,  the  Urban  District  of  Dorking  and  the 
Rural  District  of  Godstone.  The  ar^a  of  the  division 
coincides  with  that  of  the  Divisional  Executive  set  up  in 
the  Southern  Division  under  the  Education  Act.  For  the 
purposes  of  the  divisional  administration  of  health  and 
education,  the  Parish  of  Headley  is  placed  in  the  Central 
Division  of  the  County. 

A noteworthy  event  of  the  year  was  the 
creation  of  a separate  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department, 
and  the  resultant  bringing  together  under  single  control 
the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  were  previously 
members  of  the  Surveyors  Staff.  At  the  same  time  investi- 
gations and  classification  of  housing  applications  (pre- 
viously dealt  with  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council) , and  the 
responsibility  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
Council  Cottages  and  requisitioned  properties,  including 
the  large  colony  of  temporary  hutments  at  Horley,  were 
added  to  the  duties  of  the  new  department.  This  re-organ- 
isation should  result  in  greater  attention  being  paid  to 
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decisive  factors  in  environmental  conditions  in  relation 
to  public  health  than  has  been  possible  in  the  past. 

The  conscientious  work  of  Mr.  G.  Sawyer  and  Mr.  T.  Lee,  the 
former  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  S. 
Traviss,  Surveyor  and  former  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
deserves  a tribute.  It  was  carried  out  in  competition 
with  many  other  duties,  at  a time  when  interest  in  hygiene 
and  sanitation  did  not  arouse  the  interest  it  has  done 
during  and  since  the  war. 

The  choice  of  Mr.  E.  Atkinson  as  its 
first  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  a wise  one,  and  his 
energy  and  ability  will  undoubtedly  produce  good  results. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  continued  goodwill  and  support  which  I have  received 
from  the  Council. 

I am, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

Cyrus  Ive. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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table  i.  - comparative  birth-rates  , civilian  DEATH- 
RATES  9 ANALYSIS  eF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE  RAPES  FuR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HI 
THE  YEi-iR  1347  s- 
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Dorking  &. 

and 

Herr  ley 

Wales 

R.D.C. 

Rates  par  1,000  Civilian 
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Ratos  per  1 , 00  Live  Births. 
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DEATHS  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

41.0 

22.6 
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Rates  per  l,Cue  Total  Births 

(Live  and  Still) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY- 

4,04 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

0*26 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  

0,85 

abortion  without  Sepsis  ...  ... 

0.06 

NOTIFICATIONS- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  • « . 

7 . 16 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres  53  , 70 

Population  (Census  1931)  13,4^.. 

Population  (estimated  mid-year  1947)  23,230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 
Rate  Books  at  31st  December,  1947  . ..  ...  ...  6,923 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1947  ...  ...£223,193 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . £900 


The  Rural  District  consists  of  a rectangular- shaped  area,  of 
approximately  85  square  miles  and  is  comprised  of  the  Parishes 
of  Abinger,  Betchworth,  Buck land,  Capel,  Charlwood,  Headley, 
Holmwood,  Horloy,  Leigh.,  Ncwdigate,  Ockley  and  Wo tt on.  With 

the  exceptions  of  the  Parish  of  Headley  and  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  Parish  of  Wotton,  which  lie  to  the  north  of 
the  crest  of  the  North  Downs,  the  district  is  situated 
the  escarpment  of  the  Downs  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
County  of  Sussex.  In  addition  to  the  projection  northwards 
caused  by  the  situation  of  Headley  Parish,  further  irregu- 
larities arc  caused  on  the  northern  boundary,  of  the  district 
by  large  indentations  made  by  the  Borough  of  Reigate  and  the 
Urban  District  of  Dorking. 

From  north  to  south  the  geological  nature  of  the  gr.und 
changes  from  chalk  to  greensands,  to  clay,  and  there  is  an 
associated  variety  of  scenery  and  vegetation.  The  River 
Mole  and  its  tributaries  drain  the  greater  part  of  the  area; 
of  the  remainder  the  Tillingbourne  stream  rises  in  Wotton 
Parish  and  traverses  the  northern  half  of  Abinger  Parish, 

The  River  North  drains  the  south-west  fringes  of  the  distr:-.  , 
as  it  flows  south  to  join  the  River  Arun. 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes s- 


Rate  per  1000 
total  ( live  and 
still)  births. 


Deaths . 


Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 

Sepsis 2 4.04 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  - 

Deaths  froms- 

Measles  Call  ages  ) . . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  23 

Table  1 shows  a comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
year  for  the  district  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

Table  11  shows  a comparison  of  birth,  death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  for  the  district  sinc^  1933  with  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period. 


TABLE  11  o - COMPARATIVE  BIRTH,  DEi.TK  AND  INRiNT  MORTALITY  RATES 

(1933-1947) 


Period 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Civilian 
Population, 
(annual  Rates 
1940-1947) o 

Av e r ag e Annu a 1 
Crude  Death 

Rate  per  1,000 
Civilian  Popu- 
lation. (Annual 
Rates  1940—1947) 

Average  annual 
Death  Rate  of 
Children  under 

1 year  of  age, 
per  1,000  Live 
Births . (annual 
Rates  1940-1947): 

Eng land 

Dorking 

England 

Dorking 

England 

Dorking: 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

'Wales 

H or  ley 

Wales 

Ho r ley 

Wales 

Her  ley 

1933-1940 

14.8 

14.1 

12.0 

12.0 

57.1 

45  cS 

1940 

14.6 

13.4 

14  .3 

12.3 

55 

Q 

p ' • e 

1941 

14.2 

14.1 

12.9 

11.9 

59 

44  • 0 

1942 

15.8 

18.5 

11.6 

12.9 

49 

5521  ; 

1943 

16.5 

17.5 

12.1 

12.6 

49 

34,3 

1944 

17.6 

19.3 

11.6 

12.2 

46 

27.5 

1945 

16.1 

15.3 

11.4 

11.9 

46 

35.3 

1946 

19.1 

18.4 

11.5 

11.9 

43 

29 . 0 

1947 

20',  5 

i — — 

21.0 

12.0 

30.0 

41 

22.6 

BIRTHS  . 


The  total  of  births  accredited  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar 
General  was  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  of  which  two  hundred 
and  forty-six  were  males  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  of 
females.  This  represents  a birth  rate  of  21,0  per  1,000 
civilian  population,  compared  with  the  rate  of  2u.5  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  birth  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  since  the 
formation  of  the  district  in  1933. 
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Sight  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving 
a still-birth  rate  of  0.34,  compared  with  the  rate  of  u.5C  per 
thousand  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATHS . 

The  deaths  accredited  to  the  area  numbered  two  hundred  and 
thirty- two  of  which  one  hundred  and  fifteen  were  males  and  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  females . This  represents  a crude  death 
rate  of  10.0  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  civilian  population, 
compared  with  the  rate  of  12.0.  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 'whole. 
This  is  the  lowest  death  rate  for  the  district  since  its 
formation. 

There  were  unfortunately  two  deaths  of  mothers  which  cccurrcd 
in  both  cases  a few  days  after  their  confinements.  As  a result 
the  maternal  mortality  rate  if  the  high  one  of  4.04  per  thousand 
births  compared  with  the  figure  of  1.17  for  England  and  ./ales. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  Table  111.  (Page  8). 

INFANT  MORTALITY . 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  eleven, 
and  included  eight  of  males  and  three  of  females.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  22, S per  thousand  live  births 
and  is  the  lowest  so  far  recorded  in  this  district.  Eight 
of  the  deaths  occurred  within  twenty-eight  days  of  birth,  and 
four'  of  them  within  one  day.  In  four  of  the  deaths  the  cause 
was  attributed  directly  or  indirectly  to  prematurity,  of  the 
remainder,  four  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  conditions 
incomp at able  with  prolonged  existance  after  birth,  two  were 
due  to  nephritis  and  one  to  jaundice. 

Reference  to  Table  11  shows  that  a noticeable  fall  occurred 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  1943  in  this  district,  and 
that  low  annual  rates  have  been  recorded  since  then,  culminat- 
in  the  low  rate  of  this  year  . 


TABLES?  111. 


CAUSES  OF  DEivTH  TJ  THE  DORKING  AND 

KeRLEY 

RURA  L 

DISTRIC' 

Cause  of  death. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1#  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid.  Fevers 

2.  Cerebro - spine  1 Fever 

- 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

- 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

5 Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

- 

— 

— 

System 

3 

3 

7.  ether  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

3.  Influenza 

1 

1 

10.  Measles 

11.  ncuta  Poliomyelitis  and 

- 

- 

- 

P o li o one  e p h a litis 

- 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  hue cal  Cavity  and 

- 

- 

- 

Css o p ha  :u s ( met  1 e 1 ^ 

— 

- 

- 

13 a. Cancer  of  Uterus  (females) 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  an  cl 

- 

- 

- 

Duodenum 

5 

3 

8 

15 . Cancer  o f Dr  east 

- 

3 

3 

15.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

12 

16 

28 

17.  Diabetes 

V3  Intra-c  anial  Vascular 

1 

2 

3 

Les ions 

10 

15 

25 

13.  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  the 

36 

31 

67 

Circulatory  System 

5 

4 

3 

21.  Bronchitis 

6 

3 

9 

22 . Pneumonia 

23.  ether  Respiratory 

3 

Q 

-D 

11 

Diseases 

24.  Ulceration  of  the  Stomach 

2 

1 

3 

or  Duodenum 

p5.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

2 

- 

2 

age) 

— 

_ 

26 . App  e nd  i c i t i's 

— 

27.  ether  Digestive  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

23.  Uephritis 

23.  rueperal  and  Post- Abortive 

4 

1 

5 

S ops is 

— 

2 

2 

30.  ether  Maternal  Caur es 



31.  Premature  Birth 

32.  Congenital  Malformation, 

Birth  Injury,  Infantile 

3 

1 

4 

Disease 

5 

2 

7 

33.  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

34.  Road  Traffic  accidents 

2 

2 

35.  ether  Violent  Causes 

2 

1 

3 

36.  All  Other  Causes 

7 

16 

03 

115  117  232 


(10) 


The  figures  prove  the  effectiveness  of  the  various 
measures  which  have  been  taken  in  the  past  forty  years  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  saving  infant  life.  The  pioneer 
efforts  of  metical  ant  social  workers  were  supported  in  the 
first  place  by  voluntary  welfare  associations \ at  a later 
date  legislation  gave  power  to  County  Councils,  County 
Borough  Councils  and  certain  oth^r  local  authorities  to  set 
up  a maternity  and  child  welfare  service.  The  activities 
of  many  persons  in  many  different  directions  have  built  up  : 
the  comparatively  short  time  of  two  generations  the  service 
as  it  is  to-day,  and  have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  its  sta: 
the  experience  and  information  on  which  the  modern  methods 
of  child  care  are  based.  LJany  improvements  in  the  manage- 
ment of  infants  have  been  brought  about,  and  particularly  ii 
the  technique  of  infant  feeding,  whether  by  breast  or  bcttlf 
h great  effort  in  the  education  of  the  public  in  these  ideas 
has  been  made  and  credit  is  due  to  the  medical  and  health 
visiting  staff  of  the  service  who  have  spent  a considerable 
proportion  of  their  effort  in  disseminating  information  of  s 
practical  nature.  The  attention  which  has  been  given  to  tt 
diet  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  young  children, 
even  in  the  most  difficult  days  of  food  shortages  by  the 
Ministry  of  Foo.  d since  its  formation  should  receive  due  ere.-: 
The  midday  meals  served  by  the  school  canteens  to  school- 
children  has  reduced  somewhat  the  burden  falling  on  the 
mothers  of  large  families  , and  has  probably  had  an  indirect 
beneficial  effect  in  allowing  them  to  devote  more  care  and 
attention  to  the  infants. 
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GENERAL  provision  of  health  services  for  the  area 


LAB ORAT ORY  FAC ILIT ISS , 


Specimens  taken  by  medical  practitioners  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  of 
infectious  disease  are  sent  to  Dr.  L.  ?.  Chamberlain, 
pathologist  to  the  East  Surrey  Hospital.  A few  specimens  . 
for  the  west  side  of  the  district  have  been  examined  at  the 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  examinations  made  was  as 
follows 

For  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria IS 

" " " 11  Haemolytic  Streptococcal 

infections  26 
11  " 11  " Tuberculosis  ...  ...  13 

" " " " Enteric  Fever  1 


53 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  supplies, 
milk  and  food,  including  ice-cream,  have  been  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  which  is  maintained  at  Epsom  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health o This  laboratory  is  also  open  to  receive  specimen's 
taken  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  course  of  their  practice. 


ambulance  facilities 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  places  the  ambulance  service 
of  the  country  under  the  control  of  the  various  County  Councils 
and  County  Borough  Councils  which  ac t as  the  Local  Health 
authorities . Accordingly  this  district’s  ambulance  service 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Surrey  County  Council  on  July,  5th. 
1948,  and  1947  will  be  the  last  full  working  year  under  present 
conditions , 


A pamphlet  has  been  received  from  the  County  Council's 
Public  Health  Department  which  gives  information  on  the  use  of 
the  ambulance  service,  and  the  following  details  are  extracted 
from  its 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  sudden  illness 
ins  treets  and  publi  c places , any  responsible  person  may  call 
the  ambulance  to  remove  the  patient.  Normal  maternity  cases 
will  be  removed  if  the  applicant  can  give  evidence  that  a 
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maternity  bed  has  been  booked.  Maternity  eases  with  seriou 
complications,  or  where  birth  is  imminent , will  not  normally 
be  moved  without  the  authority  of  a doctor  or  certified 
midwife  who  should  travel  with  the  patient  in  the  ambulance. 
The  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness  or  accident  will  be 
arranged  by  the  hospital  concerned,  or  by  the  medical 
practitioner  in  charge  of  the  patient.  For  private  remove] 
a written  request  accompanied  by  a doctor's  certificate,  she 
be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Cases  of  infectious 
disease  will  be  normally  moved  by  ambulances  stationed  at  th 
hospital  to  which  the  patient  is  to  be  removed.  Providing 
that  these  requirements  are  fulfilled,  no  charge  will  be  mac 
to  users . 

Under  the  County  Councils  proposals  the  main  ambulance 
station  for  the  area  will  be  Re-dhill  Hospital  (Telephone 
Redhill  35GS)  with  substations  at  Victoria  Road,  Horley 
(Telephone  Horley  1111)  and  at  the  Fire  Station,  Dorking, 
(Telephone  Dorking  2222) . 

Ihe  station  at  Horley  will  be  organised  in  conjunction  w: 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  that  at  Dorking  in  assoc: 
at ion  with  the  nritish  Red  Cross  Society.  Calls  for  the  u* 
of  an  ambulance  in  the  parish  of  Headley  will  be  answered 
either  from  the  Dorking  Station  or  from  the  Leatherhead 
Ambulance  Station  (Leatherhead  2222) . 

Transport  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospj 
treatment  will  be  provided  by  the  hospital  accepting  admiss. 
usually  the  Reigate  Isolation  Hospital  (Redhill  115)  or  the 
Dorking  Isolation  Hospital  (Westeott  19) . 
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(a)  General  and  Maternity  Nursing  and  Midwifery °- 
The  following  Nursing  Associations  carry  out  work  within  the 
district s- 

The  Abinger  and  Wotton,  the  Betchworth  and  Leigh , the 
Capel  and  Newdigate , the  Charlwood,  the  Dorking  and  District 
the  Holmwoodj  the  Horley  and  Bur stow,  the  Oakwcod  Kill, 
Forest  Green  and  Cckley,  the  Salfords,  and  the  Walton  and 
Headley . 

(o)  Nursing  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases-  There  is 
no  special  provision  for  the  nursing  of  such  cases. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  places  on  local  health 
authorities,  in  this  area  the  Surrey  County  Council,  the 
duty  of  providing  nurses,  employed  either  by  the  authority, 
or  by  voluntary  organisations,  to  attend  persons  who  require 
nursing  in  their  own  homes. 

The  service  to  be  provided  will  be  free  of  charge  to  the 
users  of  it.  The  County  Council  propose  to  carry  out  its 
obligations  by  supporting  the  continuance  of  the  existing 
nursing  associations  through  the  agency  of  the  Surrey  County 
Nursing  Associations  to  which  the  local  associations  are 
affiliated . 


CLINICS  RiD  THE  AT  RENT  CENTRES. 

(a)  MATERNITY  CHILD  WE  WARE  AND  TUBERCULOSIS.  - The 
County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority  for  -these 
services.  A list  of  County  Council  Health  Centres  and 
Voluntary  Health  Centres  is  set  out  below. 

(b)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.-  Clinics  for  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  are  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
at  the  Dene  Street  Clinic,  Dorking,  and  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Station  Road,  Horley. 


Treatment  is  also  available  at  a.13.  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
and  reports  have  been  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  children  living  within  the  district  having  been  treated 
at  Salfords  9 Charlwood,  Ockley,  Capel,  Westcott,  and  Holmbury 
St.  Diary.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  treatment 
to  be  given  at  the  Voluntary  Welfare  Centres  in  Leigh  and 
Brockham,  and  by  the  local  medical  practitioners  in 
Newdigate.  Periodical  visits  are  made  to  schools  in  the 
more  isolated  parts  of  the  district  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health . 

(c)  VENEREAL  DISEASES  . - The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the 
authority  responsible  for  the  a.dministration  of  matters 
dealing  with  the  prevention , diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
venereal  diseases. 


TIME-T^BLE  OF  CLINICS . 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES . 

Centres  available 

Abinger  Holly  Bush , Kolmbxtry  St. 

jja ry  ( Vo  lunt ary ) 

Ewhurst  Village  Hall  ... 

OckfLey  Village  Hall  ... 

Peas lake  Old  School  Room 

Dorking  Clinic,  Dene 
Street,  Dorking  


Betchworth  and 
Buck land 


Capel 


Charlwood 


Village  Hall  Br ockham 

(Voluntary)  

The  Vicarage,  Betchworth 
(Voluntary)  

Wesley  Hall,  Capel 


Village  Hall,  Ockley  . . . 
Parish  Hall,  Charlwood 


Health  Centre,  Horley 


Time  Hold. 

2nd  and  4th  Frid 
2 p. 

1st  and  3rd  Frid 

2 p. 

1st  and  3rd  Frid 
2 p.r 

2nd  and  4th  Mono 

2 p. 

Wednesdays  at 

2 p. 

1st  3rd  and  5th 
Mondays  at  2.p 

1st  and  3rd  Fri: 

2 p 

3rd  Tuesdays  at 
2 p 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursdays  at  2 
1 .st  and  3rd  Fri 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  2 p 
Every  Friday, 


• • • 


Co  nt res  avail ab le 

Time  Held. 

H vj  s.  cL  le  y • • • • o • a o o 

Lon th e r h o ad  Institute 

77a  loon-  on-  the-Kill 

C ongr eg at iona 1 8 c hoo 1 
Room ... 

Every  Friday  2 p.m. 
1st  and  3rd 

Tuesdays  at 

2 p.m. 

Holmwood  

Village  Hall, 

North  Holmwood.  ... 
Wesley  Hall, 

Capel.  ...  ...  ... 

Village  Hall, 

Oc kley 

1st  and  3rd 
Thursdays  2 p.m. 

2nd  and  4th 
Thursdays  2 p.m. 

1st  and  3rd 

Fridays  2 p.m. 

H or  ley  

Health  Centre,  Horley 
The  Parish  Hall, 

Saif or ds  

Every  Friday  2 p.m. 
2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 

Leigh  

Health  Centre,  Leigh 
(Voluntary) 

2nd  and  4th 

Mondays  2 p.m. 

Newdigatc  

Village  Hall, 

Newdigate . 

3rd  Tuesdays, 

2 p.m. 

Ockley  

Village  Hall,  Ockley 

1st  and  3rd 

Fridays . 

. / ott  on  •••  ••• 

Dene  Street  Clinic, 

Dorking  ...  

Reading  Room, 
u v e e t ^ o G t>  ...  eoo 

Every  Monday  and 
Tuesday  2 p.m. 

2nd  and  4th 

Monday,  2 p.m. 

DIPTHERI*  BIMUNI  SAT  I 

ON  o 

Centr e s Av a liable 

Time  Held. 

Ho r ley  and  adjacent 
area  

(a)  Health  Centre, 
Horley . ...  ... 

Isl  Thursday, 

lu.a.m. 

Area  adjacent  to 

Dorking 

(b)  Dene  Street  Clinic 
Dorking  

1st  WednesdPwyj 

lo  • O.  • i.i  • 

Other  parts  of  the 
District  ... 

(c)  At  any  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic 

ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS. 

Centres  Av  a i la b le 

Time  Held. 

Area  adjacent  to 
Dorking 

Dorking  County  Hospital  Fridays  at  9.3C.a.m 

Area  adjacent  to 

Hon  ley  • • • • • a 

W e 1 fa re  Centres, 

Station  Road,  Horley. 

Fridays  at  9.30.a.m 

AT e a ad j ac e nt  to 
Bedhill  and  Reigate 

Redhill  County  Hospital 

Fridays  at  1.30. p.m 

Parish  of  Headley 

Leatherhead  Clinic, 

The  Institute, 
Leatherhead. ...  ... 

The  Epsom  County 
Hospital,  Dorking  Road, 
Eps  ofii  ...  ...  ... 

Fridays  at  9.30.a.m 

Mondays  and 

Thurs  days  at 

1.30. p.m 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CLINICS 


Abinger  

Buck land  

Betchworth  ...  • • • 

Newdigate  » » • • • • 

Capcl  

Cckley  

Holmwood  • • • • • • 
Wot ton  

Headley  


Centres  Available 

Dene  Street  Clinic, 
Dorking  

Dene  Street  Clinic 
la,  Cecil  Road, 
Redhill 

Dene  Street  Clinic, 
Dorking 


The  Health  Centre , 
44 , Water lo o Road , 
Epsom 


Time  Hold. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 

10. a. a 

or  Thursdays  at  2. p.m, 
and  the  first  Thurs: 
also  at  5.3Q.p 

1st  and  3rd  Thurs  da; 

10. a. a 


Thursdays  at  2.  p.m. 
and  3rd  Thursdays  a 
5.3G.j: 


Charlwood 
H or  ley  . . . 
Leigh  . *. 


. . . Health  Centre , Station 
. . . Road,  Horley,  or  la , 2nd  Wednesdays 
...  Cecil  Road,  Redhill.  10. a. 

in  each  month. 


SCABIES  TREATMENT  CLINICS. 

Centres  available 


T inc  Held . 


Area  adjacent  to 
Dorking  


Out-patients'  Dept.  Mondays  and  ±hursd<l 
Dorking  County  Hospital.  1.3o. 


Area  adjacent  to 
Redhill  ...  ... 


Out-patients'  Dept.  By  appointment. 
Redhill  County  Hospital. 


VE NEREa  L D IS  EASES  C LIN  ICS  . 

Centres 

Redhill  County  Hospital, 
Earlswood  Common  - 

The  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital,  Guildford  - 


Available  T ime  He  Id . 


Males  ...  Wednesdays,  5 to  7 I- 
Females  Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m. 

H^les  ...  Tuesdays  and  Thurs df 

5 to  7 I 
Saturdays  ~9.3C.  to 
Mondays  2. p.m.  1 
Thursdays  9. 3c.  to 


Females 


(And  at  the  Out-patient  Department  of  many  London 

Hospitals) . 
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water  supply 


Throe  companies  supply  water  to  the  various  parts  of  the 
District o The  area  covered  ’ey  the  Hast  Surrey  Water  Company, 
a statutory  undertaking , includes  the  Parishes  of  Betchworth , 
Buck land,  Charlwoc-d,  Headley,  Horiey,  Leigh  and  Newdi gate. 

In  these  Parishes  there  are  only  a few  isolated  premises  which 
do  not  have  the  benefit  of  a piped  main  water  supply. 

The  East  Surrey  Water  Company  obtains  most  of  its  water  from 
deep  wells  in  the  chalk  of  the  North  Downs.  The  water  is 
softened  and  chlorinated  before  distribution. 

The  Dorking  Water  Company  is  a statutory  water  undertaking 
distributing  the  water  to  the  Parishes  of  Capel,  Eolmwood  and 
Cckley.  The  Company  obtains  its  water  from  a series  of 
fifteen  wells  situated  a little  to  the  south  of  Pippbrook 
stream  shortly  before  it  reaches  the  western  outskirts  of 
Dorking.  The  boreholes  extend  to  a depth  of  150  feet  into 
the  Folkstone  beds,  from  which  the  water  is  siphoned  to  a 
^resevoir  situated  at  the  works.  After  chlorination  it  is 
puMped  to  covered  service  resevoirs. 

In  this  part  of  the  area  there  are  a number  of  premises 
which , owing  to  their  isolated  position,  have  not  so  far  been 
provided  with  a piped  main  water  supply.  Work  necessary  to 
provide  a pumping  station  and  resevoir  in  connection  with  the 
extension  of  a main  water  supply  to  Coldharbour  is  being 
undertaken. 

The  Hurtwood  Water  Company  has  mains  in  the  Parishes  of 
Abingcr  and  Wotton,  though  a considerable  part  of  this  area 
remAins  dependent  on  wells,  springs  or  piped  supplies 
private  water  undertakings.  At  Abingcr  Hammer  there  is  a 
closely  built  up  hamlet,  for  which  an  extension  of  a main  water 
supply  is  most  desirable,  a remark  which  also  aJPP^GS  a 
group  of  some  twenty  cottages  in  the  North  Ab infer  area. 
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The  hand  pumping  of  water  from  wells  and  its  carriage,  often 
over  considerable  distances,  are  time  and  energy  consuming 
tasks  which  householders  should  not  be  obliged  to  perform  if 
an  alternative  piped  supply  delivering  within  the  house  can 
be  made  available  at  a reasonable  cost. 

The  Hurtwood  Water  Company  obtains  its  supplies  from 
deep  boreholes  in  the  greensand  and  has  its  works  in  the 
Guildford  Rural  District. 


% 
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Sn  NIT  ARY  INSPECTION’  OF  THE  AR EA. 


I am  indebted  to  Me* ,E . A . Atkins on,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  following  information  relating  to  visits  to  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection  under  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts. 


Housing 


Inspection  of  dwellings  on  complaints.  77 

Inspection  of  dwellings  re  overcrowding  1 

Visits  to  Housing  applicants  ^ 339 

Visits  to  Requisitioned  premises  45 

Visits  to  Squatters  huts  411 

Visits  to  Council  Cottages  re  Repairs  204 

Food  Supplies 

Visits  to  premises  re  Unsound  Food  66 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  26 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Dealers  25 

Visits  to  Cafis  & Restaurants  7 

Number  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  11 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  18 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  17 

Mis co llano ou s 

Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  29 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workshops  2 

Other  Visits  131 

Hothouse  Survey 

Number  of  houses  inspected  656 


2,215 


Among  the  items  which  received  special  attention  during 
the  year  were  the  following 
( 1)  White  Hart  Estate . 

A special  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  dealing  with 
tthe  conditions  on  the  White  Hart  Estate,  Capel.  A survey 
of  this  estate  which  comprises  twelve  permanent  and 
eighteen  temporary  buildings  demonstrated  the  urgent  nee?^  f 0I* 
main  drainage,  and  the  Surveyor  was  directed  to  revise  the? 
scheme  of  main  drainage  prepared  prior  to  the  war  but  left 
in  abeyance  over  the  past  eight  years. 
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Hats  & Mice  (Destruction)  jtct  < 1919 . 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration 
to  the  possibility  of  carrying  out  the  duties  under  this  Act 
administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  decided  to  ask 
the  County  Council  to  delegate  their  duties  to  the  District 
Council. 


uffons iv  c Tr  a do  s . 

In  October,  1947,  the  Council  decided  to  apply  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  the  confirmation  of  byelaws  relating 
to  offensive  trades.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no 
offensive  trades  established  in  the  district,  but  it  was 
considered  desirable,  in  view  of  the  development  of  an 
industrial  site  at  Salfords , to  safeguard  the  Council's 
position  prior  to  the  establishment  of  such  a trade. 

Rural  Housing  (Hobhouse  Survey) . 

The  work  under  this  survey  continued  throughout  the  year. 
By  the  end  of  1947,  the  number  of  houses  surveyed  and 
classified  was  as  follows s- 


Category 

1 

(Fit  in  all  respects)  ... 

112 

Total  to  c 
655 

ii 

2 

(Minor  Defects)  ...  ... 

526 

2,103 

ii 

3 

(Major  Defects)  ..1  ... 

112 

665 

mi 

4 

(Rural  Workers  dwellings) 

- 

16 

ii 

5 

(Totally  unfit  dwellings) 

4 

235 

Not  classified  . ... 

- 

34 

754 

3 ,7u3 

During  the  year  the  survey  was  completed  in  the  parishes 
of  Buckland  and  Headley,  and  reports  thereon  were  submitted 
to  the  Committee.  The  survey  has  already  been  completed  in  t 
Parishes  of  Betchwortn,  Holmwood,  Leigh,  New  dig ate  and  Wotton 
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APU IjTEHAT  ION  - CF  FOOD . 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsaible  for 
carrying  out  the  sections  of  the  Food  ruii  Drugs  ^ct  dealing 
with  food  adulteration.  I have  received  the  following 
information  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  work 
done  in  this  connection  in  the  district  during  the  years- 
Bne  hundred  and  twenty- three  samples  were  taken  in  this 
district  including  one  -hundred  and  five  of  milk,  eight  of 
spirits,  three  of  wine,  throe  of  vinegar  and  four  of 
miscellaneous  articles.  Twelve  samples  of  milk,  one  of  wine 
and  one  of  vinegar  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  irrcgu-laj?. 
Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vender  of  the  adulterated 
wine  and  a conviction  obtained. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  PJLSTD  ClATROL  CVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 

Table  X V shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disea.se 
notified  during  1947,  classified  according  to  age  and  sex, 
together  with  the  number  of  patients  removed  to  isolation 
hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  if  any,  from  the  various 
diseases.  Table  V shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  in  the  various  parishes. 

SMALLPOX.  - No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year. 

No  primary  vaccination  or  re-vaccination  was  performed  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 

Prevention)  Re gu lotions , 1C  17 • 

VACCINATION.--  It  uv  be  noted  here  that  one  of  the  results 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  will  be  the  abolition  of 
compulsory  vaccination,  and  of  the  appointment  of  public 
vaccinator.  Instead,  local  health  authorities,  in  this 
district  the  Surrey  County  Council,  are  required  to  make  a 
scheme  for  providing  vaccination  for  all  who  seek  it.  The 
County  Council  proposes  that  the  treatment  should  be  given 
cither  by  the  applicant’s  own  doctor  or  by  its  public  health 
staff  at  the  nearest  Health  Centre. 
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At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  the  local  supervision 
of  the  scheme  and  the  keeping  of  records  have  been  made  the 
duty  of  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SCaRLST  FEVER . - Fifteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  not  iff 
during  the  year,  compared  with  e ight  in  the  previous  year . 
The  case  rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.65,  as  against  1.37 
for  E ng  lan  d and  Vv  ales. 

Thirteen  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  two  were 
nursed  in  their  own  homes.  For  a number  of  years  the  hone 
nursing  of  scarlet  fever  has  received  encouragement  in  house 
where  adequate  isolation  and  nursing  can  be  provided*  The 
period  of  exclusion  of  school  children  contacts  has  been 
shortened,  and  only  in  exceptional  circumstances  have  member 
of  the  family  been  advised  to  stay  away  from  work.  The 
continued  and  increasing  shortage  of  hospital  beds  may  make 
the  home  nursing  of  uncomplicated  cases  of  scarlet  fcv^r  a? 
necessity  in  the  future.  These  relaxations  in  the  meausres 
taken  against  the  spread  of  infection  have  not  resulted  in 
any  increase  in  incidence. 

DIPHTHERIA.  - Ho  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  compared  uc 
two  cases  in  the  previous  year.  The  case  Tatte  per  1,000 
population  for  England  and  Wales  was  o 13 . 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION" . - Active  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  has  now  been  in  operation  in  the  district  since 
1935  and  can  claim  a part  in  the  reduction  of  the  incidence 
and  mortality  rates  which  has  occurred.  The  downward  tenc 
of  these  rates  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  VI.  d'hc  ; 
aim  is  for  every  child  to  receive  a primary  treatment  of 
injections  commencing  at  about  the  age  of  nine  months,  witt 
further  single  injections  at  five,  ten  and  fifteen  yeaf’S  ol 
age  to  reinforce  the  original  treatment.  It  it  rot  clai® 
even  with  such  treatment  that  absolute  immunisation  will  be 
attained  by  every  child,  but  there  is  clear  evidence  that  t 
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risk  of  an  untreated  child  contracting  diphtheria  is  four 
times  as  great  as  that  of  an  immunised  child,  and  that  the 
risk  of  death  is  nearly  thirty  times  as  great. 

Clinics  are  held  at  regular  intervals  at  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  serving  the  district,  of  which  particulars  are  set  out 
in  Part  2 of  this  report.  These  arrangements  are  intended 
primarily  for  infants  and  others  under  s chool  age.  Fcr  the 
treatment  of  school  children  in  large  numbers  the  most  suitatl 
arrangements  are  clinics  organised  in  the  schools  in 
conjunction  with  the  education  authority.  Parents  are 
informed  when  the  need  for  further  treatment  has  arisen  and 
of  the  facilities  available  for  obtaining  treatment.  As  a 
result  largely  of  the  guppoitof  the  teachers  and  of  the 
school  medical  service,  an  excellent  response  has  been 
obtained  to  this  newly  organised  growth  of  the  diphtheria 
immunisation  campaign.  During  the  year  visits  have  been 
paid  to  schools  at  Sidlow  Bridge,  Holmwocd,  Oakwood  Hill, 
Abinger  Common,  Abinger  Hammer  and  Wotton. 

During  the  year  three  hundred  and  three  children  are  known 
to  have  completed  primary  immunisation  and  two  hundred  and 
seventy-  sewer  secondary  treatment*  In  addition  some 
children  may  have  been  treated  privately  or  in  other  districts 
about  whom  information  has  not  been  received. 

Of  all  the  children  in  the  district  it  is  known  that  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-four  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  over  five  years  but 
under  fifteen  years  have  received  treatment,  equivalent  to 
percentages  of  49,4.  and  82.6  respectively  of  the 
estimated  population  of  these  age  groups . 

iiS  with  vaccination,  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
after  July  19-48  will  become  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  County 
Council  scheme  contemplates  that  the  treatment  will  be 

obtained  either  from  the  family  doctor  or  at  the  nearest 

clinic . 


(26) 


1946 

1947 


H 

u 

H 

a 

s 

a 

td 

o 

o 

tH 


s 

H 

> 

;h 

« i — j 
H 

jo 

§ 


a 

Q 


IK 

:e 


° 

g 

i* 

ia 

ipd 

is 

!« 

s 

|t§ 

i H 
|K3 


h> 

td 

tH 

fcd 


(27) 


The  local  supervision  of  the  scheme  and  the  recording  of 
the  results  have  been  delegated  to  the  Council's  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  - Fifty-eight  notifications  of  whooping 
cough  were  received.  Cases  occurred  in  every  month  of  the 
year ? being  most  numerous  in  January  and  February.  The 
notification  rate  was  2.30  compeared  with  2.22  for  England  end 
Wales . There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  The  death 
rate  for  whooping  cough  for  England  and  Wales  was  0,02. 

Of  all  acute  infections  in  children,  whooping  cough  now 
takes  first  place  as  a cause  of  temporary  and  frequently  of 
permanent  disability.  The  illness  is  often  aggravated  by 
complications  which  may  prove  fatal.  It  is  extremely 
infectious  and  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  its  spread  without 
dislocation  of  organised  community  life  of  the  child  population 
Research  work  is  taking  place  on  the  production  of  an  effective 
immunising  agent  capable  of  easy  admins trat ion  and  free  from 
unpleasant  reactions.  Some  materials  have  already  been 
marketed,  and  are  being  used  in  controlled  experiments  in 
selected  areas,  the  results  of  which  have  not  yet  been 
published.  Promising  claims  are  made  by  manufacturers  and 
many  private  practitioners  are  already  giving  the  treatment  at 
the  request  of  parents,  and  consider  that  they  are  obtaining 
good  results. 

ACUTE  INTERIOR  POLIOMYELIT IS  AND  ^CUTE  POLI O-ENCEPHALITIS 
# (INFANTILE  PARALYSIS-).  - 

This  district  suffered  comparatively  lightly  in  the  largest 
outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis  yet  recorded  in  this  country 
Three  notifications  were  received.  The  first  case  was  an 
adult  woman  resident  in  Horleys  the  second  case  was  a girl 
aged  sixteen  years  and  the  third  a boy  aged  five  years# 

The  second  and  third  cases  lived  in  neighbouring  houses  in 
the  parish  of  Wotton.  In  all  cases  the  disease  was  mild  in 
character  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY . 


ENTERIC  FEVER  TYPHOID  AND  PARATYPHOID  FEVERS  . - One  case 
of  paratyphoid  fever  was  notified.  The  patient  was  nr  adult 
female  who  probably  contracted  the  infection  outside  the 
district.  Her  attack  was  mild. 

There  were  no  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  - Thirty  new  names  were  added  to  the  tuberculosis 
register  during  the  year.  They  include  twenty- two  of  persons! 
already  domiciled  in  the  district  and  eight  of  persons  o 
came  to  live  here  from  other  areas  in  which  they  ha a already 
been  notified.  Twenty  of  the  notifications  related  to  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and  ten  to  the  n on-pulmonary 
form.  Six  deaths  oceurrred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


representing  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.26  per  a.?e*GO  popula- 
tion, and  one  death  was  caused  by  non- pulmonary  tuberculosis 
with  a death  rate  of  0.04.  The  total  tuberculosis  °h 
rate  of  0.30  compares  with  a rate  of  u.55  for  England  and 
Wales.  An  analysis  into  types  of  diseases  and  age  .;rou^o 
is  to  be  found  in  Table  Vll. 

For  comparative  purposes  figures  relating  to  the  no  if  id- 
eation of  tuberculosis  end  its  mortality  between  the  years 
1938-47  are  set  out  in  Ta'^le  Vlll.  The  notification  liguresl 
are  those  for  persons  domiciled  in  the  district  at  the  time 
of  the  diagnosis  cf  the  disease. 

The  question  of  the  housing  circumstances  of  the  family  is 
considered  in  every  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  is 


notified.  It  is  not  desirable  that  any  uninfected  member  of 
a household  should  bo  obliged  to  share  the  same  bedroom  as  an 
infected  person,  and  this  is  most  important  where  children 
€ire  concerned.  Notwithstanding  the  heavy  demands  ma.de  on 
its  available  accommodation  the  Council  has  been  ae  le,  on 
occasions,  to  improve  the  position  of  families  placed  in 
bad  housing  circumstances  and  handicapped  ’by  having  & 


tub  er  cu lous  membe r . 
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